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and to get away from its Italian surroundings. Everybody
felt that this might possibly be the eventual solution, but
that it was too far off to be practicable, and that as long
as the present Pope continued his activities in favour of
pressing Catholic Action, so long would opposition
increase throughout the world.
They pointed out that the present Pope had reigned for
nearly fifteen years, and that in that time he had created
the majority of the cardinals of the present Curia. In fact
it was almost certain that the next Pope to be elected
would be someone whom the present Pope favoured, and
since the present Pope had appointed no one to be a
cardinal of whose political opinions he did not approve, it
was not likely that within the next: twenty years we would
find any serious change at the Vatican, and in the mean-
time probably almost all Europe would have been lost to
active Catholicism*
It was a depressing outlook, but it is one that must
be faced by all younger Catholics if they believe their
religion has the right teaching in it for solving world
problems.
What, then, is this Catholic Action that the Pope so
much advocates? What is it he is doing for mission work?
What is he actually doing to combat Russian Communism
and what are the points of Catholic faith which he is to-day
stressing most?